Here is the long awaited, and much heralded, compilation of data and 
information for 356 shock absorbers. This offering is based on the 
information sources shown below and it is intended to be used as a general 
guide, there is only one Bible. Exceptions should be expected, if you are 
certain of facts to the contrary, use them, but be prepared to defend your 
assertions at concours events if applicable. Please offer authentic-based 
comments and facts to the contrary only if they can be validated and are 
material. 


Porsche Shock Absorbers - Information Sources 

1. 356 Porsche Technical and Restoration Guide, 356 Registry, September 
1994, Don Fowler, p. 364 

2. Up-Fixin der Porsche, Porsche Panorama, P CA, October 1963, Vern 
Racek, p. 81 

3. Ibid, Bob Garretson, p. 83 

4. Porsche Spare Parts Catalog, Dr. Ing. H. c. F. Porsche K- G., 1952 

5. Ibid, 356, January 1955 

6. Ibid, 356 A, May 1957 

7. Ibid, 356B, January 1960 

8. Ibid, 356C, March 1963 

9. Actual shock absorbers removed from 356 models, paint colors, 
stampings, part numbers & date codes 

10. Comments from 356 Registry members 


Porsche 356 Shock Absorbers - General Comments 

F & S (Fichtel & Sachs) - Black, refers to a satin black, these were used 
on PreA, 1950 to 1955, all years except late (1954) 1500 Super. Stamping 
information in unknown. 

Boge - Black, semi gloss black, these were used on Pre A, early 1600 T1 
and all 1500 Carrera.. Stamping information is unknown. 

Boge - Brown, refers to a medium brown color, (howev er early 356 1500 
Super and very early 356A, T1, were painted a terracotta brown), these 
were used from late 1954 to 1965, on late 1500 Super, 1600 Normal: 1956 
(T1) to 1965. Stampings on the upper section included Porsche and 
manufacturer's part number and date on later years. 

Koni - Orange, refers to an orangish/red, these were used starting in June 
1958 thru 1962 1600 Super, Super 90 but were optional for all years 1958 
thru 1965 and usually noted on the COA. Stampings included Porsche part 
#, "PORSCHE" and date, however early Koni, 1958 to 1959 did NOT include 
"PORSCHE", part # 80-1011 only, with date. 

Koni - Grey, refers to color similar to battle ship grey, these were used 
starting in 1960 for 1600 Super, Super 90 and Carrera 2. Stampings 
included Porsche part #, "PORSCHE" and date. 

Koni - Blue, refers to medium blue, these were use d starting in 1962 for 
356 SC and Carrera 2 and were optional for 356C. Stampings included 
Porsche part #, "PORSCHE", and date. 

All Koni shocks apparently had the KONI decal on the top section beginning 
in 1958. 



I have an Excel spread sheet which summarizes the above information but 
the margins are screwed up when it is copied to this posting, if someone 
can transfer it correctly I will email it to you, it should be included. 

Tom Scott
