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In 1973 my friend Walt Woodhead and I
looked at a 1964 Carrera 2 that was for

sale in Virginia. The car was a Dolphin gray
Coupe with a blue interior, in very nice condi-
tion in the hands of its second owner.

graphs demonstrating how to use the belts. The
attractive young lady in the photographs worked
for Huschke von Hanstein, Porsche’s racing and
public relations director in those days. Her
name was Evi Butz, but a while after meeting Dan
Gurney her name changed to what it still is today
– Evi Gurney.

I used the Carrera 2 off and on for two
years, and then decided to sell it to raise money
for a down payment on a house. Fortunately, it
did not sell. However, I still have a letter from
one prospective buyer telling me that he really
liked the car, but that my price of $7000 was just
too high.

In about 1990 I was visiting my friend Tim
Kuser. We were in his library, looking through a
variety of literature and periodicals. He sug-
gested I look through a box from an old Mary-
land Porsche dealer named Stuttgart Motors that
had gone out of business in 1969. The box con-
tained fifty or so manila folders, each containing
the paper work on a new Porsche the dealer had
sold. I was leafing through them when a folder
on a Carrera 2 caught my eye. While reading the
papers in the folder, I suddenly realized I had
the dealer file on my very own Carrera 2!

The file had copies of the dealer letters to
Hoffman Motors Corporation (the distributer)
and the original Hoffman letters back to the
dealer. It even had a copy of the sales agree-
ment between the dealer and the purchaser. The
dealer allowed the buyer $4400 for his 1963
Porsche Super Coupe towards the Carrera 2
price of $8100. The file shows the car was or-
dered with a pair of lap belts plus a shoulder
belt for the driver’s side only, leather seats and
a Blaupunkt radio. The file also had a Hoffman
Motors Corporation “New Car Delivery Sheet”.
This is the sheet that was signed when the
dealer’s representative picked up the car. On
the sheet the representative confirmed that the
car did have a radio, a tool kit, spare wheel and
tire, spare paint, jack and handle, owner’s man-
ual, and sealed carton. I don’t know what was
in the “sealed carton”. In the ‘Remarks’ section
of the sheet was written “L. F. fender scr.” This
apparently referred to a scratch, as to this day
there still is a scratch on the top of the left front
fender.

Five years ago I decided to find the original
owner, Albert Nabti III, as I had never spoken or
written to him. He was very surprised to hear
from me, and told me he had been wondering
for over 30 years what had ever happened to his
car after he sold it.

In our discussion, Mr. Nabti told me that
he had been concerned that the dealer might not
be able to work on his engine if it ever had a se-
rious problem, as it was the only Carrera the

Jim Perrin’s
1964 Carrera 2

Plain Wrapper,
Potent Package

Photos by Ted Zombek

I purchased the car, and drove it over to
Walt’s nearby home. The last thing the ex-owner
said to me as I drove it away was “I sure hope
you’re going to keep it and not turn it next
month for a profit!” The next day I drove it to
my home in Ohio. The car is a joy to drive on
the road. It has great acceleration compared to
push rod 356s, and is a very comfortable car,
especially compared to my Speedster.

This Carrera 2 came with the original Car-
rera tool kit and the complete owner’s manual
packet. The most unusual item in the packet is
the set of instructions for using the lap and
shoulder belts. The instructions are on a single
sheet of flimsy paper, and include two photo-
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dealer had ever sold and the dealer did not have
the set of 36 factory tools for the engine. As a lit-
tle insurance, Mr. Nabti ordered a complete set
of the tools not long after purchasing the car. I
have long had a big interest in tools, and imme-
diately asked him if he still had them. He ex-
plained that the tools were sold not long after
the car was sold. We continued to talk, and he
told me he had no idea who purchased the tools.

I asked him if I could mention a few names
to see if he remembered. He said OK, so I gave
the first name and he said I don’t think so, I gave
him the second name and he said I don’t think
so, and finally I gave him the name of Markoff.
He replied, “Markoff, Markoff, Markoff . . . yes,
I think that’s the guy!” Mr. Nabti then said “How
in the world did you know who I sold those tools
to 30 years ago?” I answered, “Because they’re
in my garage where they’ve been since I pur-
chased them 20 years ago from Markoff!”

Mr. Nabti told me that he regularly com-
muted to work with the car in the days he owned
it. He said it did get cold in the winter because
the gas heater never worked from day one! Nei-
ther the dealer nor the district service repre-
sentative was ever able to get it working.

Continued
next page

The original request for
a special order to Hoff-
mann Motors, the dis-
tributor, and Mr.
Doherty’s reply that the
car was scheduled for
production.
Left: The new car deliv-
ery check list and in-
voice, which includes a
$4400 allowance on Mr.
Nabti’s 1963 Coupe.
Right: Instructions for
installation and use of
the seat belts came in
a separate one-page
brochure.



As of a few years ago, the car had been
stored and not driven for several years. I sent
the Carrera engine to Bill Doyle to be over-
hauled, and had Dennis Frick and his Europa
Macchina crew in Pennsylvania do needed work
on the car including going through the fuel sys-
tem and the brakes, and touching up the paint.
As the car has the complete original upholstery
and carpeting, and a majority of the original
paint, I wanted the car to be preserved rather
than restored. As a result I left original items
such as the Carrera and Porsche gold emblems,
the bumper guards, the bumper and rocker
panel trim strips on the car, even though they
show the aging of 40-plus years.

My wife Brenda and I took the car to the
2008 Charlotte Parade. Our good friends Ron
Thomas and Greg Young both helped detail the
car. We were delighted to win our Parade
preservation class. We later took it to the 2008
Glenmoor Gathering in Canton, Ohio, where it
received the event’s “On the Road Again” award.

All in all, I’m glad that it didn’t get away in
1975 when I offered it for sale!
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Brenda and Jim Perrin at home with the Carrera 2.
Photo by Ted Zombek


